
Lightspeed Venture Partners is a leading global venture capital firm with over $2 billion of committed 
capital under management. Lightspeed’s investment professionals and advisors are located in Silicon 
Valley, China, India and Israel. Over the past two decades, the Lightspeed team has backed more than 150 
companies, many of which have become leaders in their respective markets, including Blue Nile, Brocade, 
Calista, Ciena, DoubleClick, eHealth, Galileo Technology, Growth Networks, Informatica, Kiva Software, 
LightLogic, Maker Communications, Metasolv, Openwave, Quantum Effect Devices, Riverbed, Sirocco, 
Virsa Systems and Waveset. 
 

JAMES MI 
Managing Director 
 

James joined Lightspeed in 2008 and focuses on the firm's 
investment efforts in China across multiple sectors, including 
Internet, media, cleantech and consumer services.  James 
brings sixteen years of operating experience to his role at 
Lightspeed.  
 
Prior to Lightspeed, James was Director of Corporate 
Development in Greater China for Google, responsible for the 
company's strategic investment and M&A efforts in Greater 
China and pan-Asian region. He has led investments in top 
internet companies in China including Baidu, Dianping, 
Xunlei, Ganji and Tianya. He also served as Head of Asia 

Products at Google, and spearheaded Google's early China efforts while serving as Chief 
Representative of the Google China Representative Office. 
 
Before joining Google, James co-founded a venture-backed startup called iTelco 
Communications, which provides VOIP-based global communication products and 
services. Prior to that, James was with Intel, where he held management positions in 
engineering, marketing, product management and business development.  He also co-
invented MLC NOR Flash technology, which developed into Intel's billion-dollar 
StrataFlash business. 
  
James received an MS in Electrical Engineering from Princeton University, BS in 
Physics from Fudan University and received Executive Management Training at Stanford 
University. James holds 12 US patents in flash memory, communications, Internet 
security and commerce. 

 
Selected Investments: 

• Dianping 
• Haolianluo 
• ihaveu.com 

• Mediav 

• Meilele 

 

 

 


